
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

DECEMBER 29, 2019 

 
                                                                        
Dear Parishioners, Visitors & Friends, 
         Many thanks for your generous gifts, cards and prayers, given to all of us this Christmas.  
May this season find you abounding in love, rejoicing in hope, and secure in God’s peace.  I pray 
that God’s richest blessings continue with you and yours through the New Year.  
                                                               ...Fr. John Mink & Fr. Richard Jasper 
 

The St. Ann “APP”: Associate Pastor’s Perspective – If you are looking for a good laugh to start the New 
Year, seek-out a recent video that has gone viral in which a Florida Mom spreads a little cheer at a Wawa 
somewhere in the Sunshine State. 
   It would seem that this Mom, filled with the joy of the Christmas season, was so moved by the kindness 
of a stranger who was washing her car’s windshield that she went up to him, embraced him, and told him 
just how much she loves humanity, especially at this time of year.  “People doing little acts of kindness 
make the world a better place … thank YOU!” she cried-out to this gentleman. 
   There was just one problem: it wasn’t her car.  He was, in fact, washing his own windshield.  And he 
was just hugged by some strange lady chirping about keeping Christmas joy all year long. 
   Needless to say, she was mortified when she realized her error; he was dumbfounded by what was 
happening.  And yet, here’s my take on it all:  in some unique way, God DID break-in to that moment at 
the Wawa gas pumps.  Perhaps the stranger washing his own windshield needed the reminder of 
kindness more than the Mom realized.  Maybe her genuine joy, although misguided, broke through a 
hardened heart that afternoon in a way she never could have foreseen. 
   As we celebrate this Christmas season with family and friends, may we never forget that Emmanuel – 
God-with-us – breaks into our world each time we act in such a way that those around us are filled with 
Christ’s love, joy and peace. 
   Let us strive as we begin 2020 to fill the year ahead with little “Christmas moments.”  After all, you never 
know how and when God will make Himself known to us.  If it can happen at a Florida Wawa gas pump, 
why not right here, wherever we find ourselves this very day?   
  

                                     The St. Ann’s 2019 New Year’s Mass Schedule              
 December 30-31    9am  Daily Mass ONLY 
 January 2-3    9am  Daily Mass ONLY  
 December 31     5pm   VIGIL Mass 
         January 1st         9:30am  New Year’s Day Mass 
                   The Rectory Office will be closed December 31st-January 1st for New Year’s.    
       

 
Parish Giving…Why Every Gift Matters 

       Charitable contributions are one of the many gifts that remain for end of the year giving.   
- Our Matching Gift program is a way to double or triple your donations to St. Ann’s Church/School.   
- Include St. Ann’s in your Will or living trusts; annuities; beneficiary designation; real estate or even as 

a memorial tribute gift.  What a great way to remember a loved one!   
- Donate to the St. Ann School Annual Fund. Your gift will strengthen St. Ann’s School where we strive 

to be a community of prayerful love and service.  
- St. Ann’s St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) is a strong leader in helping the needy of our parish in 

the surrounding community.  This is a blessed opportunity to help those less fortunate.     
If you would like to donate to any of these programs or need more info, call us at 302-654-5519.  We 
thank you for your past financial support and ask for your consideration during this Christmas season.      
 
BIG THANK YOU – to everyone who gave of their time and talent decorating our church for Christmas.  
We appreciate all that you did - it looks amazing!  Thank you again from all of us at St. Ann’s!    
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Saturday December 28   
8:00 A.M. Mary Cunningham  
5:00 P.M. Thomas W. & Theresa Ann Faulkner 
Sunday December 29 
7:30 A.M. Tom Wertz 
9:30 A.M. M/M Joseph Karpinski 
11:30 A.M. Vera Donnelly 
Monday December 30   
9:00 A.M. Parishioners 
Tuesday December 31  New Year’s Eve 
9:00 A.M. Ann Paoli  
5:00 P.M. William David Pierce, MD 
Wednesday January 1  New Year’s Day 
9:30 A.M. Deceased members of the Sarbara & 
Regan families 
Thursday January 2 St. Basil the Great 
9:00 A.M. Georgina Sheing & Henry Salacki 
Friday January 3 
9:00 A.M. Geraldine Louise Duffy 
Saturday January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
8:00 A.M. Jerry Eckrich 
5:00 P.M. Augustine Asta 
Sunday January 5 
7:30 A.M. Parishioners 
9:30 A.M. Mike Casey 
11:30 A.M. Shirley Brackin 
Pray for the sick, shut-ins and elderly of our 
Parish.      

 

Offertory for the weekend of December 15th 
was $13,212.  As always – thank you for your 
kind and generous support to St. Ann’s.  

 
Hospital Visitations – Catholic priest chaplains 
are assigned by the diocese to provide daily 
pastoral care in the 3 local hospitals: St. Francis, 
Wilmington and Christiana. This includes 
anointing of the sick and Holy Communion. 
Assisting them is a team of lay ministers to bring 
Holy Communion. On admission you will be asked 
your religion & parish. In addition to this care, if 
your stay will be extended and wish a visit from 
your parish priest, please call us and we will be 
happy to comply.   
 
SPONSORS/GODPARENTS The next required 
Baptismal Preparation class will be Thursday, 
January 9th at 7pm in the St. Ann’s School.  To 
register, please call the rectory at (302)654-5519 
or email stannschurch@stannwilmington.com. 
 
 

Election of Trustees – Each parish in the 
Diocese of Wilmington is incorporated within and 
by the laws of the State in which it is located.  St. 
Ann is incorporated in the State of Delaware.  The 
by-laws of the Corporation and the statutes of the 
Diocese of Wilmington provide for five trustees; 
the Bishop of the Diocese, and the Pastor, and a 
priest so designated by the Bishop, (these days it 
is the Chancellor of the Diocese) and two (2) lay 
persons are to be elected each January by duly 
registered members of the parish in the meeting 
called by the President (the Pastor).  That 
meeting is scheduled for next Sunday - January 
5th, following the 11:30am Mass.  Our current lay 
trustees are Charles Klous and David O’Connor. 
 
PLEASE  NOTE:  St. Ann’s Adoration Chapel 
will be closed from Sunday, January 5th 
through Saturday, January 18th for painting, 
cleaning etc.  The Chapel will re-open on 
Sunday, January 19th at 6pm.        
          

Monday Evening Bible Study:  Thanks to all 
who have joined us each Monday evening since 
September to study the Word of God together.  
Most weeks we’ve had over 50 members join us, 
and more are coming!  We will take a little break 
for Christmas, but plan on resuming again on 
Monday, January 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the Social 
Hall.  Please join us!    
 
Becoming Catholic:  Seven adults from St. Ann’s 
became members of the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil this year, and a few new discerners 
have begun the inquiry process.  Are you or 
someone you know interested in learning more 
about joining the Church?  Were you baptized as 
child but have not yet celebrated the sacraments 
of Confirmation and Eucharist?  Classes are held 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the school’s 
conference room.  For more information, please 
contact Jane at the rectory (654-5519) or email 
Father Jasper at rjasper@stannwilmington.com. 
 
Men’s Morning Group:  Please join us for 
Scripture discussion and prayer after the 8 a.m. 
mass each Wednesday.  For more info, please 
email the rectory or richcsisca@comcast.net. 

 
Getting Envelopes and Do Not Need them?  If 
you are donating through Parish Giving or just not 
using the monthly envelopes, please email or call 
the rectory.  We are charged for each set mailed, 
so we would be happy to stop any envelopes not 
needed!  
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CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN INSERT 
listing all the projects that have been 
happening here at St. Ann’s!!!    
 

Amazon Smile: In this holiday shopping 
season, AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support St. Ann's every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. Next time you make a 
purchase, sign up for Amazon Smile via 
this link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-
0066739. Or go to Amazon Smile and search for 
St. Anns. Save the link to your favorites or 
bookmark it.  That way, every time you buy, 
Amazon will donate 0.5% to St. Ann's.  
 

 

     
Need to register for St. Ann’s? Visit our website 
www.stannwilmington.com and select the parish 
registration button.  You can either print the form 
and drop off to the rectory or fill out online and 
email it back to us. 

 
GIVE THE GIFT OF A MALVERN RETREAT 
FOR CHRISTMAS – The annual Archbishop 
Fitzmaurice Group weekend retreat for the men of 
the Diocese of Wilmington is Friday, Apr 24-
Sunday, Apr 26, 2020 at St. Joseph’s-in- the-Hills, 
Malvern, PA. This retreat could make a wonderful 
Christmas gift for a father, husband, brother or 
son. For more information, please visit our 
website at www.malvernretreat.com or call Paul 
Smith Jr at (302) 777-2408. 
 
ST. ANN CHURCH & SCHOOL DISNEY’s 
LITTLE MERMAID JR.  – The show is cast!  We 
are excited to have over 40 young people to 
entertain you for another outstanding musical.  
Save the date for performances on Friday 
April 3rd and Saturday April 4th.  See you 
“Under the Sea”!      
 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Padua’s 
Musical Theater Program – Friday, January 24th 
from 5:30pm-8:30pm.  The cost is $15 for adults, 
students $10 and ages 5 and under $5.  The 
menu includes salad, bread, spaghetti, meatball, 
coffee and dessert and performances by the cast 
of “Mama Mia”.  For more info, contact Lisa at 
lkowalski@paduaacademy.org.     

 
The Chapel of Divine Mercy is open with the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed the following hours:   
6am to 10pm Monday through Friday & 
Sunday, 6am to 9pm Saturday.  Email 
www.adorationchapel.org or call Chris at 584-
1422 or Nan at 656-8438 to offer an hour of time. 
 
ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE – to place a name or 
special request on the prayer line call Joe or 
Shirley Ackerman at 384-7513 or email 
joeshirl7@comcast.net.   
 
The St. Thomas the Apostle Knights of  
Columbus has chartered a bus for people of 
all ages, for the March for Life on Friday, 
January 24, 2020, in Washington DC (weather 
permitting).  The bus will be in the parking lot of 
St. Joseph's on the Brandywine Catholic Church, 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, Delaware at 
7:00 a.m. and departing at 7:30 a.m.  Seats will 
be available on a first come basis. The only cost  
is a tip for the bus driver. Brown bag lunch 
recommended. Please contact Jo Ann Van Heest 
at 12374Columbiettes@gmail.com or 302-239-
0739 to sign up.  
 
Catholic Forum - Saturday mornings at 11:00 on 
Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, January 4th, 
tune in to learn about the post-holiday blues and 
how to deal with them.  After it airs, listen anytime 
at www.cdow.org/CatholicForum, or “Catholic 
Forum” on Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio 
podcasts.   
 
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – Have you taken a 
look at the patrons listed on the back on the 
bulletin?  It’s because of their support that we can 
provide this bulletin at no cost to our parish.   
 
 

 
12/30  Daily Mass 9am ONLY 
12/31  Daily Mass 9am ONLY 
12/31  5pm  Mass New Year’s Eve 
    Rectory closed 
1/1  9:30am Mass New Year’s Day 
    Rectory closed 
1/2  Daily Mass 9am ONLY 
1/2  School & Rectory open 
1/3  Daily Mass 9am ONLY  
1/5  Election of Trustees after 11:30am  
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