
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT   

MARCH 29, 2020 
                                                                        
The St. Ann “APP”: Associate Pastor’s Perspective –   I've been thinking a lot lately about Old Man Henry. 
   He drove one of those huge olive-green Chevys from the early '70s, and would tip his hat every time he 
passed you. 
   As a kid, I couldn't fathom why he went to Mass every day, not just Sunday (which was bad enough). 
What could he possibly get from something so boring? 
   It wasn't until I was much older, and Mr. Henry had long since passed, that I realized it was the Mass -- 
and Mass alone -- that kept the WWII vet from losing himself along the journey. As a recovering alcoholic, 
he found both supernatural strength and the grace to face another day with courage. As a widower, he 
found solace and a small community of neighbors who prayed with him and cared for him. As an 
Irishman, he found a priest with whom to swap tall tales and jokes outside after Mass. That's why he went 
every day. It was his home ... his family. 
   We’ve now gone two full weeks without the public celebration of Mass, and for many of us, it is an 
immense loss and a painful sacrifice.  Yet, we also know that in this time of Corona, protective steps must 
be taken, especially to keep parishioners like Old Man Henry safe from illness and death. The obedient 
Catholic school student in me says: "Yep. Sensible." 
   And yet, there's a part of me that knows the very thing we are taking away in order to keep Old Man 
Henry safe is the very thing he needed to truly live. The Mass was his everything; the parish community 
the center of his heart. If he were still tooling around my old neighborhood in his rusted Impala today, 
where would he go now? 
   One day, when we find a blessing or two that came from this time (and we will), I do hope one of them 
will be this: our weeks-long absence from Eucharist and from being together as a parish family will make 
us really appreciate the sacred, life-giving, not-to-be-taken-for-granted gift of the Mass. 
   What was it that Joni Mitchell once sang? "Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you've 
got til it's gone ..." 
   In the days ahead, say a little prayer, would you, for the countless Old Man Henrys that fill our pews at 
daily Mass. Look-in on them if you know one as a neighbor... 
   And if you see a big ol' Chevy parked outside of a locked Church at 6:30, don't ever be surprised. 
Someone's pointing the way back Home for the rest of us. 

PLEASE DON’T FORGET US!!!  Parish Giving is available for Online Offertory Giving – To set up 

your account, visit our website…www.stannwilmington.com and click the Parish Giving Button.  If you 

have questions, please feel free to contact the rectory at 302-654-5519 or email 

stannschurch@stannwilmington.com.   Of course, you can always mail your offertory into the office as 

well!  The rectory address is 2013 Gilpin Avenue, Wilmington DE 19806.    

 
HOW TO SPEND THESE LENTEN DAYS WITHOUT MASS: 
   With the celebration of Mass now publicly suspended, please know that Fr. Mink and Fr. Jasper 
continue to privately celebrate both daily Masses and the weekend Masses for the specific intentions 
offered.  Although your presence is missed here in a variety of ways at St. Ann’s, you and your families 
are lifted up in our prayers at each celebration of the Liturgy.  Know that you are never far from our 
hearts.  Each time Mass is offered, our Lord continues to pour out graces upon us and on the world.  How 
blessed we truly are with such a gift: the sacrificial outpouring of our Savior’s Merciful Love.  When you 
are unable to receive our Lord in the Eucharist (as we are these days), it is always a beautiful practice to 
make what is called an act of “Spiritual Communion.”  Doing so means that we are expressing our faith in 
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and asking Him to unite Himself with us. 
   St. Alphonsus de Liguori, founder of the Redemptorists, wrote this Act of Spiritual Communion.  Feel 
free to pray it daily in the days ahead:   “My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as 
if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen.”               1     
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Priests will be saying these Masses privately 

for each listed intention  

Saturday March 28  
8:00 A.M. Missy Thompson  
5:00 P.M. Tommy Smith 
Sunday March 29 
7:30 A.M. John C. Volk, Jr. 
9:30 A.M. Catherine & John Doraz 
11:30 A.M. Parishioners 
Monday March 30 
6:30 A.M. Josephine Conaty 
8:00 A.M. Dennis Rafferty 
Tuesday March 31 
6:30 A.M. John Carney 
8:00 A.M. Emily Tepe 
Wednesday April 1 
6:30 A.M. Mary Doherty 
8:00 A.M. Josephine Conaty 
Thursday April 2  St. Francis of Paola 
6:30 A.M. Raymond Kennard 
8:00 A.M. Georgina Sheing & Henry Saslacki 
Friday April 3 
6:30 A.M. Deceased members of the Sarbara & 
Regan families 
8:00 A.M. Kathy Godley 
Saturday April 4 St. Isidore of Seville 
8:00 A.M. Elaine Morole 
5:00 P.M. M/M Francis & Stella Smith 
Sunday April 5   Palm Sunday 
7:30 A.M. Chas O’Connor 
9:30 A.M. Frances Wright 
11:30 A.M. Parishioners 
Pray for the sick, shut-ins and elderly of our 
Parish.      

 

HOLY MOMENTS  
 

Pray for the repose of the soul for our recently 
departed:       

JEAN MAHONEY 
KENNETH ACKERMAN 

 

 
Clean Out those Closets – SVDP is having the 
Catholic Charities truck to be in St. Ann’s Parking 
lot the weekend of May 16/17th!       
 
Offertory for the weekend of March 15th was 
$9598.   As always – thank you for your kind 
and generous support to St. Ann’s.  

Please know that the priests of St. Ann are 
available in the coming weeks to hear 
Confessions and offer guidance/prayer 
support.  Contact the rectory to set-up times 
for an appointment. 

 
Prayer of Pope Francis for this time: 
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of 
salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to 
you, Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took 
part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in 
faith. O loving Mother, you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us as at 
Cana in Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son 
Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have 
fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for 
those who have died. Intercede also for those 
charged with protecting the health and safety of 
others and for those who are tending to the sick 
and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to 
do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so 
as to lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of 
the Resurrection. Amen. Under thy protection we 
seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God. In our needs, 
despise not our petitions, but deliver us always 
from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
Amen. (Courtesy of the Knights of Columbus) 
 
Here are some other practices to incorporate 
into your prayer life as we face these days 
together: 

 Unfortunately, our Church is no longer 

opened for private prayer (by order of the 

State of Delaware).  However, strive to 

make a set-time each day in your home in 

a place that can become a quiet, peaceful 

sanctuary for you. 

 Pray the Rosary and/or Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy 

 Make the Stations of the Cross (many on-

line options) 

 Read the daily Mass readings (available at 

the USCCB or Magnificat websites) 

 Pray prayers for healing and peace in 

troubling times (see below for some 

options) 

ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE – to place a name or 
special request on the prayer line call Joe or 
Shirley Ackerman at 384-7513 or email 
joeshirl7@comcast.net.      2 
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Need to register for St. Ann’s? Visit our website 
www.stannwilmington.com and select the parish 
registration button.  You can either print the form 
and drop off to the rectory or fill out online and 
email it back to us. 

 
Prayer to St. Joseph 
Glorious St. Joseph, faithful guardian of Jesus 
Christ and spouse of Our Lady, to you we raise 
our hearts and hands to implore your powerful 
intercession in obtaining from the Heart of Jesus, 
all the graces necessary for our spiritual and 
temporal welfare, particularly the graces of 
healing and hope at this time, and for this special 
favor I now implore (mention your request). 
Guardian of the Word Incarnate and Chaste 
Spouse of the Virgin Mary, we are filled with 
confidence that your prayers on our behalf will be 
graciously heard before the throne of God.  Amen. 
 
Cathedral, All Saints, and Gate of Heaven 
Catholic Cemeteries remind you of our extended 
vising hours on Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays from 7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. from April 

1st through September 30, 2020. All other days, 

the cemeteries are open from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m. When visiting be sure to be aware of your 
surroundings. Hide all valuables. Be sure that you 
lock your vehicle when it is unattended.” 
 
Catholic Forum - Saturday mornings at 11:00 on 
Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, March 28th, 
Fr. Edward Looney will discuss his book, “A 
Lenten Journey with Mother Mary.”   
Visit www.cdow.org/CatholicForum anytime to 
listen, or “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, or 
iHeartRadio podcasts.   
 
The Chapel of Divine Mercy is closed until 
further notice.  Check the website and bulletin for 
any updates.  
 
St. Ann’s Production of “Disney’s Little 
Mermaid, Jr. will (fingers crossed!) be 
rescheduled at a later date.  For more info, call 
Jane at the rectory (302-654-5519) or email 
jmatyger@thesaintannschool.org. 
        
 
 

Baptism Update – All baptisms scheduled during 
the months of April and May have been cancelled 
due to the directive from the State of Delaware.  
As soon as the restrictions have been lifted, the 
rectory will contact those parents to reschedule.  
Continue to check the bulletin and website for 
updates.    

 

 
Some on-line Mass/devotion resources: 
Where can I go for Mass & Devotions?  
Godcast with Fr. Lewis (St. Benedict Parish in 
Ridgely, MD) for daily and Sunday Masses, 
Adoration, and Stations of the Cross.  
Downtown Catholic with Fr. McQuaide for Mass 
(both Ordinary and Extraordinary) and Devotions.  
Diocese of Wilmington for Sunday Mass (will be 
available online each Saturday afternoon) 
USCCB Webpage of Resources for Prayer and 
Engagement during Coronavirus 
catholictv.org 
 
Where can I go for Lenten Resources? 
Dynamic Catholic  
Formed 
Word on Fire 
 
Where Can I Go for a Spiritual Retreat? 
Virtual Catholic Men's Conference 
f/ Fr. Mike Schmitz, Fr. Larry Richards, Jeff 
Cavins, Dr. Greg Botarro, Bill Donaghy, and more! 
Virtual Catholic Women's Conference 
f/ Sr. Bethany Madonna, Jen Settle, Katie Hartfiel, 
Karen Ingold, and more! 
Be Not Afraid 
30-day online conference with daily e-mails and 
live-streams online. Join any time 

 

 
St. Ann School Alumni – Become an Alumni 
Association Member!  Send your contact info to  
alumassoc@st-ann.net.  The info needed is 
name, address, phone, email and graduation 
year. Visit http:/www.facebook.com/StAnnsAlumni 
         
The Rectory Office is closed until the State of 
Delaware restrictions have been lifted.  
Currently that date is May 15th.   Feel free to 
call the office at 302-654-5519 or email 
stannschurch@stannwilmington.com to leave 
a message and someone will get back to you 
within a few days.  Please stay safe!       
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