
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  MAY 17, 2020    

 
The St. Ann “APP”: Associate Pastor’s Perspective –  
Her voice is all Louisville, like warm honey – smooth, comforting, healing. 
It doesn’t matter that she’s lived in Delaware for the past 20-plus years.  Kentucky is as much a part of 
her as is the genetic code that gives her arthritic knees, her salt-and-pepper hair color and “these Gosh-
darn chubby fingers that don’t make it easy to button this sweater, Sugar.” 
These very same genes have also opened the door to Alzheimer’s. 
When I visit Miss Margaret to bring her Communion at the nursing home each month, sometimes I am her 
nephew-the-priest, “that jokester up in Cincinnati;” other times her brother Bobby; oftentimes a stranger 
who has to keep introducing myself and my reason for visiting. 
“Oh, you’re bringin’ me Jesus, aren’t you?” she’d say.  “Goodie, let me have Him, Sugar.” 
And so I do. 
She smiles, no matter how terrible a day it may be for her, and then loses herself in a moment of silence, 
united to the Mystery she has just received. 
I take that quiet interlude to pray for her, and then before leaving to visit other rooms on the floor, I always 
say: “I’ll be praying for you, Miss Louisville!”  (I always smile and wink then, like some cheesy pageant 
host of the 1970s.) 
“You better, Sugar,” she’d say.  “Don’t you dare forget about me, ya’ hear?” 
I hope she knows in her heart of hearts that I haven’t forgotten her, especially now. 
I can only assume in this time of pandemic what Miss Margaret and others like her are thinking: why have 
the family members and the clergy and the therapy dog handler and the Bingo volunteers all just 
vanished out of our lives? 
Why are we never leaving here for our weekly Boscov’s fieldtrip or to stroll the park in the warm afternoon 
sunshine?  Why am I confined to my room all the time? 
It has to be a terrible feeling to think one has been completely forgotten, especially when one may already 
be trapped in a world of confused and stolen memories. 
That’s why I pray that Miss Margaret and her friends down the street know that they are still remembered, 
cherished and held in the hearts of those who can no longer visit, at least at the present moment. 
It’s also for this same reason that every time I pass the side of the nursing home where I believe her room 
to be located, I look up and smile broadly, hoping Miss Louisville can see me. 
Because whether I am her jokester nephew, her brother, or just some stranger wearing a Roman collar, I 
pray she knows “I haven’t forgotten you, Sugar.” 
 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET US!!!  Parish Giving is available for Online Offertory Giving – To set up 
your account, visit our website…www.stannwilmington.com and click the Parish Giving Button.  If you 
have questions, please feel free to contact the rectory at 302-654-5519 or email 
stannschurch@stannwilmington.com.   Of course, you can always mail your offertory into the office as 
well!  The rectory address is 2013 Gilpin Avenue, Wilmington DE 19806.   

 

If you or a parishioner you know is in need of assistance during this time of quarantine (picking 
up/delivering groceries or medicine), there is a group of volunteers from St. Ann's willing to help.  
Please send your request to Dave at madello@msn.com.                              

 
Catholic Diocese Set Up Online Giving to Support The Parishes - If you would like to support St. 
Ann’s through the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, visit CDOW.org and click the Your Parish Needs Your 
Support box.  If you have questions about this program for the Diocese, please call 302-573-3105.   
 

Please know that the priests of St. Ann are available to offer guidance/prayer support during 
these challenging times.  Contact the rectory to set-up times for an appointment. 
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THE PRAYER TO ST. RITA 

Are you faced with a difficult problem? Does it seem insurmountable? The prayer to St. Rita of Cascia 
(1381-1457) might help. After all, St. Rita is known as the “Saint of the Impossible.”  

Early in life, she had a strong desire to be a nun, but got married instead, following her parents’ wishes. 
By all accounts, her husband was Mr. Wrong, an abusive man with whom she bore two sons of similar 
temperament.  Apparently she had the patience of a saint because she prayed for them all and tried to be 
a dutiful wife and mother! After 18 years of marriage, her husband was murdered and her sons died of 
natural causes the following year.  

After that, St. Rita finally got her wish and was admitted to the convent of Augustinian nuns at Cascia. 
Tradition has it that the nuns there initially refused to let St. Rita join because she was a widow. One night 
Saint John the Baptist, St. Augustine and St. Nicholas of Tolentino opened gates that had been bolted 
shut and left her in the chapel of the convent. When the nuns found St. Rita there the next morning they 
understood God’s designs for her and accepted her unanimously. Talk about prayer opening doors!  

Many other miracles were attributed to St. Rita, both during her life and after her death. As an example, 
her devotion to Jesus in His Passion was such that a thorn from the crucifix in her room pierced her 
forehead one day while she was praying! The prayer to St. Rita also touches on that miracle:  

Holy Patroness of those in need, Saint Rita, so humble, pure and patient, whose pleadings with 
thy Divine Spouse are irresistible, obtain for me from thy Crucified Christ my request (mention it 
here). Be kind to me, for the greater glory of God, and I promise to honor thee and to sing thy 
praises forever.                                                                                                                                         
Oh glorious St. Rita, who didst miraculously participate in the sorrowful Passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, obtain for me the grace to suffer with resignation the troubles of this life, and 
protect me in all my needs. Amen  

Weeping with love, St. Rita had asked to share in Our Lord’s suffering and her request was granted in this 

literally striking way! She bore the painful wound with typical dignity and grace, imitating our crucified 

Lord.  The prayer to St. Rita, like her miracles, helps remind us indeed that “all things are possible with 

God,” as Jesus said in Mark’s gospel (10:27). Roses are her symbol. Her feast day falls on Friday, May 

22nd.  (Courtesy: Our Catholic Prayers website)  

May 17, 2020 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
2020 Annual Catholic Appeal – Seeing Christ in the Faces of Others.  
In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to His disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”. 
Scripture teaches us that serving Christ is a fundamental part of our Catholic faith and that serving the Lord 
means serving others. When we give of ourselves on behalf of others, the Holy Spirit works through us and 
Jesus is served. 
In these continuing difficult times, it becomes clearer that our role as Church is more critical than ever in 
helping those in need. Bearing witness to poverty, illness and injustice and responding in the spirit of Christ 
are the hallmarks of the many ministries supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
For those of you who have given to this year’s Appeal, thank you for your generosity. For those who have 
not, please prayerfully consider supporting this important effort. 
To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal, visit www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal. Be sure to view 
the brief video offering moving testimony from recipients of featured Appeal supported ministries. A direct link 

to video can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80gz5V5VaH8&t=2s. 
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Priests will be saying these Masses privately 

for each listed intention  

Saturday May 16 
8:00 A.M. Anna Cushing 
5:00 P.M. M/M Leopold Hopfner 
Sunday May 17 
7:30 A.M. Parishioners 
9:30 A.M. Dolores Karpinski 
11:30 A.M. Frank Funaro 
Monday May 18 St. John I, Pope 
6:30 A.M. Francis Menton 
8:00 A.M. Deceased of Harris & Montague 
families 
Tuesday May 19 
6:30 A.M. George Ingram 
8:00 A.M. John Trzuskowski 
Wednesday May 20 St. Bernardine of Siena 
6:30 A.M. Intentions of Fr. Rich Jasper, K of C 
8:00 A.M. Sr. Regina Hudson 
Thursday May 21 Ascension of the Lord 
6:30 A.M. Marie & Pasquale Gasbarro 
8:00 A.M. John & Catherine Smith 
Friday May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 
8:00 A.M. Edmund Keranen 
5:00 P.M. George Haney 
Saturday May 23 
8:00 A.M. Josie Conaty 
5:00 P.M. Joseph & Evelyn Dorris 
Sunday May 24 
7:30 A.M. Charles H. McKinney 
9:30 A.M. Knobby Walsh 
11:30 A.M. Parishioners 
Pray for the sick, shut-ins and elderly of our 
Parish.      

 
ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE – to place a name on 
the prayer line contact Joe/ Shirley Ackerman at 
384-7513 or joeshirl7@comcast.net.  
 
Diocesan Annual Appeal – Now more than ever, it 
is important to donate to this year’s Annual Appeal.  
Make sure to visit this link and read more about how 
your donation helps those in need. 
https://www.cdow.org/catholic-diocese-of-
wilmington-offices-and-ministries/development-
office/development-annual-catholic-
appeal/development-annual-catholic-appeal-ways-
to-give/ 

 
Offertory for the weekend of May 5th was 
$9710.  As always – thank you for your kind 
and generous support to St. Ann’s. 

HOLY MOMENTS  
Pray for the repose of the soul for our recently 
departed:             

ELDON HOMSEY 
ROBERT GROSS 

CHARLOTTE SMITH 

 
Prayer of Pope Francis for this time: 
O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of 
salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to 
you, Health of the Sick, who, at the Cross, took 
part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in 
faith. O loving Mother, you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us as at 
Cana in Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son 
Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have 
fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for 
those who have died. Intercede also for those 
charged with protecting the health and safety of 
others and for those who are tending to the sick 
and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to 
do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so 
as to lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of 
the Resurrection. Amen. Under thy protection we 
seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God. In our needs, 
despise not our petitions, but deliver us always 
from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
Amen. (Courtesy of the Knights of Columbus) 

 

Where /can I go for Mass & Devotions?  
Godcast with Fr. Lewis (St. Benedict Parish in 

Ridgely, MD) for daily and Sunday Masses, 

Adoration, and Stations of the Cross.  

Downtown Catholic with Fr. McQuaide for Mass 

(both Ordinary and Extraordinary) and Devotions.  

Diocese of Wilmington for Sunday Mass (will be 

available online each Saturday afternoon) 

USCCB Webpage of Resources for Prayer and 

Engagement during Coronavirus 

catholictv.org 

Where Can I Go for a Spiritual 
Retreat? 
Virtual Catholic Men's Conference 
f/ Fr. Mike Schmitz, Fr. Larry Richards, Jeff 

Cavins, Dr. Greg Botarro, Bill Donaghy, and 

more! 
Virtual Catholic Women's Conference 
f/ Sr. Bethany Madonna, Jen Settle, Katie Hartfiel, 
Karen Ingold, and more! 
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